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No. Hull Losses No. Fatalities

Civil 204 342

Military 412 193

Total 616 535

Fatalities and Destroyed Aircraft - Worldwide  

Recorded Wildlife (birds & other animals) 
crashes in aviation history



Wildlife Caused Accidents by Region (Civil & Military)

USA 196 HL/203 FAT Asia 65 HL/63 FAT

Canada 17 HL/11 FAT

UK 75 HL/22 FAT

Central America 15 HL/8 FAT

Australia 8 HL/3 FAT

South America 5 HL/3 FAT

Africa 30 HL/85 FAT

Europe 182 HL/127 FAT

HL = Hull Losses

FAT = Fatalities

Middle East 21 HL/10 FAT



Top 20 Wildlife Species (where known) Causing Hull Loss

Civil and Military



Top 20 Wildlife Species (where known) Causing Deaths

Civil and Military



Civil Hull Losses 20yr Trend
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Civil Fatalities 20yr Trend

R² = 0.0029
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Military Hull Loss 20yr trend
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Military Fatalities 20 yr trend
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SU-30SM Syria

3 May 2018

Khmeimim Air Base Latakia

After Takeoff

Aircraft destroyed

2 fatalities

Species unknown



SU-30SM Syria



SU-30SM Syria



Metroliner S227  Bolivia

29 March 2018

Riberalta Airport

Rejected T/O – RWY Excursion

Aircraft potentially destroyed

No fatalities

Species unknown



ANYBODY RECOGNISE? 

Metroliner S227  Bolivia



T-38C USA

17 August 2018

Mutual, Woodward County, Oklahoma

Enroute

Aircraft destroyed

Pilot safely ejected

Swainson’s Hawk



Saab JAS 39 Gripen Sweden

21 August 2018

5 miles North of Ronneby Airbase

Aircraft destroyed

Pilot safely ejected

Species Unknown



MiG-21 fighter jet India

8 March 2019

Bikaner Rajasthan, Near Pakistan Border, 

Aircraft destroyed

Pilot safely ejected

Species Unknown



PA 30 Twin Comanche USA

11 May 2019

5NM NE Naples Florida

Aircraft destroyed

Pilot killed

Species Unknown
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