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Recent Alternative Landcover Investigations
Switchgrass Demonstration Project
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Do alternative landcovers
reduce wildlife hazards?

Initial Answer... Not Really
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Variability in Switchgrass Establishment
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How can we describe bird communities?

Nesting
vultures Guilds

Long-distance Migrants



Aircraft Strike-specific
Descriptions

Hazard Category

Dolbeer and Wright (2009)

Relative Hazard Scores

DeVault et al. 2011, 2018 (Civil)
Pfeiffer et al. 2019 (Military)




Bird Community  Conservation Priority Score
Characterization

Extr



More Birds = | Probability of a Strike
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Switchgrass Demonstration Project

Low (50 < x < 100) Non-breeding Birds

Medium (100 < x < 150)

High (x > 150)

Control

Switchgrass




Switchgrass Demonstration Project

Breeding Birds
Low (50 <x<100)

Medium (100 <x < 150)
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Aullwood-Dayton Project

Low (50 < x < 100) All Seasons

Medium (100 < x < 150)

High (x > 150)

Switchgrass Monoculture
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Did Results Change?

No... But Interpretation Did



Management
Actions




Bad
Characters







Aullwood-Dayton Project

All Seasons
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Special Thanks

The Switchgrass Demonstration Project was s SRy
supported by the Department of Defense’s Easy to and through.
Environmental Security Technology
Certification Program and great teamwork
by a suite of USDA Wildlife Services
Biologists and Airport Personnel.

The Aullwood Audubon and Dayton
International Airport Project was support
by both groups and the coordination of
sampling efforts by volunteer citizens
accomplished by Sarah Alverson of
Aullwood Audubon and logistical support
for airport access by Mike Cross.
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