
monitoring
Long-term

An essential component of airport 
wildlife management programs

Counting is for the birds

• Gary F. Searing, Bird Strike 
Association of Canada

• Pierre Molina, Falcon 
Environmental Services Inc.



monitoring
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Why doesn’t everyone do it?

It’s easy!



monitoring
Long-term

Why doesn’t everyone do it?

We teach 
our kids to 
do it!
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Why doesn’t everyone do it?

In fact, many people do it!
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Why doesn’t everyone do it?

For a long time!



Why monitor?
Assess Risk

Risk

Strike Sensitivity X Damage Probability = Bird Hazard Index

Bird Hazard Index X Survey Results = Risk Index
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Current Year
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Why monitor?
Observations 
in Context Risk Strikes Planning Context
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Strikes ≠ Risk

Abundance of 
Hazardous/Strikable Birds 
= Risk
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• Abundance & Distribution

• Control Activities

• Habitat/Airport Changes

• Nest Removal/Egg Addling

• Wildlife Culls

• Animal Capture/Translocation

• Aircraft Movements



03 Standardization

Change

Robust Data
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CostsVolunteers

Modified Patrols

Frequency to 
suit budget
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Design
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Design

Storage
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Design

Storage

Analysis
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An essential component of airport 
wildlife management programs

Start Now!

Think Long Term…
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