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ANIMAL SPECIES # 
BIRDS 529 
TERRESTIAL 
MAMMALS 

43 

BATS 22 
REPTILES 18 
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0-3,500 ft AGL = 92% of strikes

0-1,500 ft AGL = 82% of strikes

Wildlife / Aircraft Strikes
- from the ground up -

0 ft AGL = 41% of strikes

0-500 ft AGL = 71% of strikes
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Commercial 
Aircraft 

Routinely Fly 
Above 7 Miles 
(37,000 Feet 

AGL)

Focus Mitigation 
Efforts On 
Bottom 5% 
Airspace
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Rüppell's Griffon Vulture - 29 November 1973 
Commercial Airliner 37,000 feet AGL 

Abidjan, Ivory Coast, Africa
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REAL WILDLIFE HAZARD
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REAL WILDLIFE HAZARDS
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REAL WILDLIFE HAZARDS

NOT REAL WILDLIFE HAZARDS
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“In 2012, before we had a barrier 
up, we had about 1,300 terrapins 
that came onto the airfield, and that 
was a huge number,” she said. 
“We’ve cut the number of terrapins 
down from before we had the 
terrapin barrier at least 50 percent.”
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United Airlines.  APRIL 13, 2017

Passenger on a United Airlines flight from Mexico 
to Calgary stung by stowaway scorpion.
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JUNEAU, Alaska, March 31, 1987
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ESTIMATED COST OF U.S. 
CIVILIAN WILDLIFE STRIKES:

Minimum $229 million in 2015
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WHAT WE KNOW (1990 – 2015) 
 Globally - wildlife strikes have resulted in >262 fatalities and >247 

aircraft destroyed (1988 – present)
 USA strikes – birds (529 species; 97% of all strikes); terrestrial 

mammals (43 species); bats (22 species); reptiles (18 species)
 About 37 strikes reported / day (<5% = damage)
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