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AGENDA

• Recommendations
• Influenza Basics and Background
• Current Situation
• Future?
• Summary and Recommendations
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RECOMMENDATIONS

• Embrace today’s opportunity

• Adopt a policy of “PROFESSIONALISM AND PROTECTION”

• Stand tall and don’t apologize

• Proudly maximize BIOSECURITY and the use of PPE
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INFLUENZA BASICS AND BACKGROUND 

• Virus

• Global

• Zoonotic and mutates easily

• Viruses need cells of a host to survive and replicate
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SPANISH FLU
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RECENT INFLUENZA TIMELINE
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AVIAN FLU HISTORY

• “Fowl Plague” – Italy 1878
• Flu virus identified as cause – 1955
• Further identified as Type A form – 1971
• “Avian Influenza” replaces “Fowl Plague” – 1981
• Most forms are Low Pathogenic (LPAI)
 - Mild to no disease in both wild and domestic birds
• Highly Pathogenic (HPAI)
 - Mild signs in wild birds, but severe in domestic
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CURRENT SITUATION
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CURRENT SITUATION
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CURRENT SITUATION
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CURRENT SITUATION
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FUTURE?

• Pandemics tend to get worse before they get better…

• More global public health concerns and worse economics

• Increased danger for wild populations

• Further mutations likely

• If human-to-human transmission occurs, BEWARE 31



SUMMARY 

• Influenza is one of the most dangerous zoonotic diseases

• Frequent outbreaks and epidemics globally

• Current Avian Influenza pandemic continues and is gathering 
momentum (Note: freezing doesn’t kill the virus)

• Animal care and wildlife professionals have HIGH RISK
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WILDLIFE HANDLING RISKS
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BIOSAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS

• Fluid-resistant coveralls, gown, or other suit – w/ hood

• Nitrile gloves, eye protection, strategic footgear or covers

• N95 respirator – FITTED!  

• Insect/vector repellent
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N95 RESPIRATOR
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BIOSAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS

• How you remove PPE is as important as putting it on

• So is its disposal…

• Also note ATCC, ANSI, ISO, etc… standards for PPE
 (See the actual document)
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OTHER PRECAUTIONS

• Clean and sanitize/disinfect appropriate gear 

• Wash hands 

• Report sick wildlife to local public health & natl resource agencies

• Don’t feed raw food to pets
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“SMART” BIOSAFETY PROTOCOL

• Specific
• Measurable
• Agreed upon ad Attainable
• Relevant
• Time-Bound, Trained, Tested, re-Trained
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REFERENCE AND READING
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