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Areas around an airport impact on the presence of 
wildlife on airports

Identifying land uses near an airport is an essential part of
Wildlife Hazard Management Plans

Land Uses

Management of land uses can influence how wildlife 
interact with the airport



Critical to know seasonal abundance of each hazardous species on 
and near the airport.

Important to know how those species interact with the airport. 

Knowing where species nest/den can be very important in determining 
control strategies.

Wildlife

- ACI Handbook, third edition (2022) 
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The Roles of Land Uses and Wildlife in 
Airport Safety Management 

Land use and wildlife play an important role in airport safety 
management. In this case:

o Difficult to monitor the abundance of the species present

o Difficult to implement wildlife control and management measures

o Increase in the abundance of the species already present



The Roles of Land Uses and Wildlife in 
Airport Safety Management 

HIGH MANAGEMENT PRIORITIES

VERY HIGH MANAGEMENT PRIORITIES



Why would Decision-Makers support the creation 
of the largest green space in Montreal? 

Map: City of Montreal

Citizens are 
asking to 
protect 541 
Acres (219 ha) !



It starts with Pressure Groups

2017 2023



What about public perception?



Activists VS Media: Impact on Public Perception 



Decision-Makers Reaction: 
Proportional to Public Perception



Public Perception and Social Acceptability

Public Perception is the Driver: the Battleground
o Refers to how citizens, media, and local communities view and 

interpret the airport actions.
o Public perception is dynamic 

Social Acceptability is the Outcome: the Collective Result
o Citizens (local users of the land)
o Pressure groups – Activists – Media
o Decision-makers 



1. Shape Public Perception

2. Build Stakeholder Alliances

3. Position the Airport as a Responsible Actor

Path to Social Acceptability



Social acceptability is not won in a single decision — 
it is built day by day through trust, alliances, and a 
credible vision that connects airport growth with 

public values.
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